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RE: MB Docket 18-158; 18-159; 18-160; 18-161
Dear Ms. Dortch:

Franklin County Board of Commissioners desires to file an Opposition to an Application for Review for
the above referenced Proceedings. In accordance with the requirements, the County file the Opposition
document via the ECFS web portal. However, the overall file size of the supported file types exceeded the
maximum allowed. Therefore, the County filed the Opposition only without the supporting Exhibits A-H.
The County proceeded to electronically file the supporting documents in a separate filing, but
encountered multiple “technical errors” during the upload.

It is the County’s desire to comply with the wishes of the FCC and utilize the online system. We will
continue to attempt the online filing. However, we do not wish to miss any statutory deadlines for
submission on the account of a technical error.
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OPPOSITION TO APPLICATION FOR REVIEW

The Franklin County Board of Commissioners (“the County™), through staff and
with the support of its citizens, hereby opposes the Application for Review (“AFR”) filed by
WYFF Hearst Television Inc., licenses of NBC affiliate WYFF(TV), Greenville, South Carolina
(“WYFF”); Meredith Corporation, licensee of FOX affiliate WHNS(TV), Greenville, South
Carolina (“WHNS”); Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of CBS affiliate WSPA-TV,
Spartanburg, South Carolina (“WSPA”); and WLOS Licensee LLC, licensee of WLOS(TB),
Asheville, North Carolina (“WLOS”) (collectively, the “Greenville Stations”) of the Federal
Communications Commission (“FCC”) Media Bureau’s (“Bureau”) September 17, 2018
Memorandum Opinion and Order (“the Order”) granting four satellite market modification

petitions filed by the County (“the Petitions”) to add Franklin County to the local television




markets of four Atlanta television stations, WXIA, WAGA, WGCL, and WSB-TV, (collectively,

the “Atlanta Stations”).

The FCC adopted rules to implement Section 102 STELA Reauthorization Act of 2014
(STELAR) and enable satellite carriers to “better serve the interests of their local communities.”!
Furthermore, the FCC stated “our rules implement the STELAR to achieve the goal of better

service for consumers.’”

On September 17, 2018, the Burecau adopted an Order modifying the local market of the
Atlanta network stations that paves the way for satellite carrier to bring long-desired Georgia-
oriented programing to Franklin County. The Order carried out Congress’ explicit intent in
STELAR to empower the FCC to address the plight of orphan counties® and their inability to
receive in-state programming, and did so in a manner consistent with the Commission’s own rules
and precedent. The Commission should reject the self-serving attempt by the Greenville Stations

to reverse that pro-consumer decision.

I. THE BUREAU APPROPIRATELY CONSIDERED AND WEIGHTED EVIDENCE
INCLUDING CITIZEN COMMENTS WHICH EXPRESS THE PLIGHT OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY, AN ORPHAN COUNTY

The legislative intent of Congress was to address the plight of orphan counties and its
residents. The FCC’s rules sought to better serve the interest of local communities and facilitate
better service for consumers. Who best to convey the best interest and desired of the local

communities than the local community itself. As noted in the Order, the STELAR Market

Television Market Modification; Statutory Implementation; 47 CFR Part 76 Fed. Reg. Vol. 80, No. 191 (October 2,
2015) 91

21d. at |

® Report form the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation accompanying S. 2799, 113th
Cong, S. Rep. No. 113-322 (2014) (Senate Commerce Committee Report)




Modification Report and Order made clear, comments from local residents and their official
representatives, are “enormously helpful in demonstrating a nexus.” Yet, the AFR attempts to
minimize and even disregard the overwhelming and compelling evidence brought forth by the
citizens and government officials elected to represent the citizens. Furthermore, the AFR charges
that the Bureau acted impermissibly invregards to accepting and considering public comment

despite the consideration of public comment is in agreement with the FCC’s rules®.

The AFR implies that the 563 respondents to the County’s online survey was insignificant
as it represents less than 3% of the County’s population. In this instance, the AFR and the

Greenville Stations fail to recognize the composition of the local market they serve.

The Franklin County Commissioners sought a means to collect data and solidify views and
opinions express by their constituents. A survey was conducted through the Survey Monkey
platform and hosted through the County’s relatively newly revised website (therefore new to the
Franklin County Citizens). The Survey process received limited coverage through local means
including the legal organ (weekly newspaper) and local radio station. Without any political
advertisements, televised marketing or news, town hall meetings, etc., the Commissioners
garnered a significant response. A summary of the results of the survey was submitted as part of
the Petitions. A recent data download of the survey results directly from Survey Monkey is

presented as EXHIBIT A.

In comparison to the Franklin County November 3, 2015 election (EXHIBIT B), the

number of survey responses comprised 37% of the total number of votes in the 2015 election of

#30 FCCRed at 10417, n.61 (“[L]ocal government and consumer comments in a market modification proceeding
can help demonstrate a station’s nexus to the community at issue”).
SAFVat v 19C




which a six-year sales tax referendum and general obligation debt committed (the only GO debt
for Franklin County) were on the ballot. Considering some citizens have access to cable options,
opt to forego television for financial and other reasons, and some survey responses may represent
citizens who share a household satellite subscription, the response was considered an
overwhelming and accurate depiction of Franklin County by the official elected to represent the

citizens.

The AFR implies the citizens comments/complaints regarding lack of access to certain
Georgia-focused sports programming are not supported by the facts®. The AFR leans on evidence
of the sports teams’ game broadcast on alternate channels. The world of sports is driven by
economic factors. Games will be broadcast on the most economically advantageous platform.
However, not everyone is afforded the opportunity of time to watch the games in real-time or
premium stations. The AFR fails to provide any evidence that news programming regarding the
Georgia-based sports teams (such as scores, highlights, schedules, player status) is provided by the
Greenville Stations. Therefore, the concerns and comments of citizens are not misplaced or in

contradiction of reality as implied by the AFR.

The AFR makes claims that the citizen comments “focus more on a desire to receive
programming relating to Georgia rather than Franklin County specifically”’. The AFR further
claims citizens comments expressing desire for general Georgia news should be deemed “much
less ‘helpful” in considering local nexus.” This statement disregards the fact that Georgia news JAY
Franklin County news. Georgia related news such as coverage of the Georgia governor and other

political offices, legislation, and taxes are imperative to the daily lives of Franklin County citizens.

SAFRIVY C
TAFV IV A




The AFR attempts to minimize or disregard the fact that Franklin County citizens have a
profound interest in receiving information about the same political and public affairs coverage as
every other Georgian. Citizen comments submitted in the Petitions confirm the desire for Georgia

programming—Ilocal and general-—as they are one in the same.

In describing a statutorily-required FCC report on better promoting localism in serving
orphan counties, the Senate Commerce Committee clarified that it “intends that the FCC’s report
will interpret local programming to include no only television programming (in particular news,
sports, weather, and other programming containing content relevant to a consumer’s daily life)
originating from and about the DMA in which a consumer resides, but also television programming
originating from and about the state in which a consumer resides.”. To the extent the Bureau
considered citizen comments related to local and/or general Georgia coverage that are important,
it was directly following Congress’ instructions in terms of how to evaluate local service to orphan

counties.

In the original Petitions, Franklin County shows it is deprived equally of both kinds of
programming. The lack of coverage of Georgia political news is evident in the most recent election
results. In an election that yielded record-breaking turnout, the abstention of votes on key areas
was notable. In total, 8,171 votes were cast in the November 6, 2018 election. Yet, the total votes
for Georgia Constitutional Amendments 1 through 5 were significantly lower and varied (7,849;

7,694; 7,659; 7,798 and 7,693, respectively)’ and election results varied from statewide results, !

& Report from the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation accompanying S. 2799, 113th
Cong., S. Rep. No. 113-322 (2014) (Senate Commerce Committee Report) (emphasis added)
9See EXHIBITC
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Statewide referendums can have significant local ramifications. As the largest employer in
the County, the Franklin County Board of Education is impacted by state legislation. The Georgia
Constitutional Amendment 1 in 2016, referred to as the Opportunity School District, would have
had a tremendous impact on the County’s local system. The Greenville stations did not cover this
topic did political advertisements permeate the airwaves in the Greenville market. Franklin County
citizens relied on traditional print media, word of mouth, and grassroots movements to educate on

the subject.

Furthermore, political topics and legislation of a “general Georgia” nature have a local
impact in Franklin County. A small sampling of issues of concern to Georgians in Franklin County
include topics such as Georgia’s Hands-Free Law, medical marijuana, transportation funding, and
rural hospital tax credits. The AFR attempts to discredit Georgia news to Georgia viewers as less

important in determining localism.

II. THE BUREAU APPROPRIATELY ANALYZED THE PETITION AND FACTORS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FCC’S RULES AND PROCESSES

The AFR claims the Order failed “to properly evalua;[e, credit, and weight the five statutory
factors.”!! Furthermore, the AFR claims the Order improperly weighted the third factor, and the
Bureau allowed this factor to “trump” all other objective evidence. These assertions posed in the
AFR is both an inaccurate description of the Bureau’s analysis in the Order and ignores how

Congress intended the satellite market modification framework to operate.

According to the FCC policy, “the five statutory factors are not intended to be exclusive.
Each factor is valuable in assessing whether a community should be included or excluded from a

local market. The importance of particular factors will vary depending on the circumstance of the

1 ARV at IV




case.” In addition, the FCC states, “the Commission may also consider other relevant

information.”!?

The Bureau examined each of the five statutory factors with respect to each of the Atlanta
stations at issue, which represents paragraphs 19-29 of the Order. The Bureau weighted each of
those factors as supporting, opposing, or having no effect on the underlying market modification
petition. The Order did not weight the in-state factor (factor three) to the exclusion of the other
four. The Order is also consistent with the Commission’s rules that stated “each petition for market
modification will turn on the unique facts of the case, and there is no single universal way to weight

the statutory factors.”!3

The Bureau faithfully followed the analysis set forth in STELAR and its implementing
rules in the manner than Congress intended. That analysis led to the Bureau’s pro-consumer

determination, and the Order should stand.

IIIl.  THE BUREAU’S ANALYSIS OF THE ADEQUACY OF LOCAL SERVICE WAS
CONSISTENT WITH STELARS MANDATE TO ADDRESS THE INFORMATION
NEEDS OF ORPHAN COUNTIES

The AFR claims that the “availability of some local programming targeted to the County
by the [Greenville] Stations should at least be afforded some counterweight in the overall weighing
of the five factors.”'* In addition, the AFR claims that the third factor should not be assigned the

“greatest possible” weight as the Greenville stations provide some in-state programming, >

2 https://transition.fcc.gov/bureaus/mb/policy/STELAR-Market-Modification.pdf

¥ Amendment to the Commission’s Rules Concerning Market Modification; Implementation of Section 102 of the
STELA Reauthorization Act of 2014, Report and Order, MB Docket No. 15-71, 30 FCC Red 10406, 10421, 9 8 (2015)
(“STELAR Market Modification Report and Order”)

“BAFVat VgD
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Combined, the four Greenville stations highlighted a total of 51 news stories over a six to
31-month period'’, of which only 31 were covered on-air.!? Averaged across the time-period, the
average number of local coverage stories by the Greenville Stations was less than 1 story per month
(~.8 stories/month). With the reduction of stories with an explicit Carolina affiliation, the average
coverage per month is reduced further to just 0.61 stories per station per month. As noted in the
Order'®, the County provided evidence of 12 local coverage stories by the Atlanta Stations over a
six-month period--approximately 0.5 stories each month. This list is just a small sample submitted
in Opposition to the Greenville Station’s Opposition. This number disregards political stories that

have a profound impact on Franklin County and should be considered local coverage as well.

A further review of the highlighted news coverage submitted by the Greenville Stations

yields the following points'’:

* 43% of the stories identified were covered by one or more of the Atlanta Stations
or other Georgia Stations (one story covered by a Macon, Georgia affiliate)

* 33% of the news stories had a North/South Carolina affiliation

e 24% of the stories pertain to December 2016 Officer Shooting of which the suspect
involved in the incident was from South Carolina

¢ 10% of the stories were related to active man-hunts and given the geographic

proximity to the state border, would be of interest to South Carolina residents

* 8% of the stores were generalized Atlanta/Georgia coverage

Recent news coverage (or lack thereof) shows the continued shortfall of local coverage by

the Greenville stations. EXHIBIT G shows the absence of Local/County Election results by each

16 See Joint Opposition to Petitions for Special Relief, MB Docket Nos. 18-158, 18-159, 18-160, and 18-161 (2018)
Attachments 1 and 2

71d. Note: Some Greenville Stations did not provide On Air data and was assumed to be on-air unless evidence
submitted indicated otherwise.

8 Order at 23

19 See EXHIBITS E and F



of the Greenville stations in the most recent November 6, 2018 election. The Greenville stations
filed, and were granted, an Extension of Time to file the AFR which overlapped this November
election cycle. As of the date of filing this opposition, the Greenville Stations have not reported on
the Georgia run-off election or the start of the Early Voting process. The AFR claims that their
coverage of some local programming should be afforded some weight in the FCC’s analysis all

the while failing to cover the issues of immediate importance to the County.

Again, the intent of Congress and the FCC is to “better serve” and “provide better service”
to local communities. While the Greenville stations provided evidence of coverage of certain news
stories, an analysis of the exhibit supports citizens’ comments regarding the “inadequacy” of the
Greenville Stations’ coverage. The recent lack of coverage of important election information
further solidifies the need for better service of the local community as evidence by the
community’s comments. The Bureau was correct in its assi gnment of weight pertaining to the third
factor—access to in-state pro gramming—based on the evidence that county residents have “little
access to such in-state programming.”?® Furthermore, the FCC should not afford any weight to the

insignificant local coverage submitted by the Greenville Stations.

IV.  THE AFR ATTEMPTS TO MISCONSTRUE THE LACK OF EXPLICIT
SUPPORT FROM THE ATLANTA STATIONS AS A DETERMINING FACTOR
IN THE PETITION

The AFR contends that the lack of support or cooperation of the Atlanta Stations should be
weighted as a factor against market modification.2! This assertion is not supported by the
STELAR, FCC Rules, or policy. In accordance with the FCC guidance which “encourages county

petitioners to ask for the cooperation of the station they want carried via satellite,”? the County,

D STELAR at 9 18
LAFVat VYD
2 https://transition.fcc.gov/bureaus/mb/policy/STELAR-Market-Modiﬁcation.pdf




in good-faith, reached out to each of the Atlanta Stations. In addition, the County provided copies
of each Petition to the impacted Atlanta Stations. There was NO opposition by the Atlanta Stations
as a result of the County’s inquisition prior to filing the Petitions. In addition, there was no Atlanta
Station opposition during the FCC public comment period or the 120-day period between Petition
and Order. It is notable that one Atlanta Station did broadcast an on-air story and follow-up
regarding the Franklin County Petition and result2’ Additionally, the Joint Opposition
acknowledges that Meredith Corporation is the licensee, owner, and operator of one of the Atlanta
Stations and the sister Greenville station.* An explicit support for modification by the Atlanta

station will be in direct contradiction to the Joint Opposition filed by its own owner/operator.

The FCC acknowledged that the “ability of the market modification rules to successfully
address the problem of consumer access to in-state stations will depend in large part on
broadcasters”. Furthermore, the FCC “strongly urge[s] broadcasters and satellite carriers to work

together to provide relief to consumers and achieve the goals of the STELAR .

The introduction of local governments as petitioners in a market modification request is
specific to the satellite market modification request and a result of STELAR. Local governments
face unique challenges, but are best positioned to advocate for the “plight of the orphan county”
and its residents. The lack of a letter from support desired stations should not be weighted against
th¢ local government’s Petition especially when there is no support in the rules for such action.

The assertion by the AFR is erroneous and unfitting in the context and process ordered by the FCC.

B https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgvaTlgqqA

*% See Joint Opposition at 4C

% Television Market Modification; Statutory implementation; 47 CFR Part 76 Fed. Reg. Vol. 80, No. 191 (October 2,
2015) 9t {emphasis added)




V. THE BUREAU DID NOT ERR IN ITS DECISION TO WAIVE CERTAIN
EVIDENTIARY REQUIREMENTS

While the FCC may dismiss Petitions without prejudice for lack of evidence®, the FCC
may waive the requirement to submit certain evidence. As noted in the Order?’, this is particularly
true if the FCC is in a position “to resolve the petition without such evidence.”?® The Bureau
specifically waived the requirement to file channel line-up cards and published audience data. The
Bureau determined it had ample evidence to render a decision without the line-up cards or audience

data.?®

In the Petitions, the County submitted that there “has not been historic carriage of the
Station in the County by satellite carriers, and therefore no evidence is being submitted for this
element with respect to satellite.”° Rural areas, like Franklin County, are limited in the “last-mile
infrastructure” that delivers broadband and cable services. However, there is a pocket of service
area that is covered by a cable service provider. The channel lineup card for the lucky few with
cable access shows that the customer can receive three of the four Atlanta Stations in Franklin
County (EXHIBIT H). This information was not submitted with the original petition as the County

misunderstood the cable line up request for a satellite market modification request.

VL. CONCLUSION

The AFR is an attempt to maintain the status quo of inadequate local service and lack of
in-state broadcasting to the citizens of Franklin County. The AFR attempts to compel the FCC to

overturn the Order as issued by the Bureau who faithfully and accurately followed the procedure

STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, 30 FCC Red at 10424, 9 22, (emphasis added)
7 Order at 11 9 10

% Tobacco Valley Communications, 31 FCC Red 8972, 8976 n. 22 (MB 2016); 47 CFR § 1.3

# Order at 14 (emphasis added)

*0 petitions at 111 4 5




as set by the FCC and acted in a manner and intent of to serve “the intent of Congress in enacting
Section 338(1) [to] provide the petitioning orphan county with the access to in-state
programming.”! The AFR disregards without any justification the evidence provided by Franklin
County to address the five statutory factors required by STELAR and the Commission’s rules, and
attempts to dismiss the significance of the in-state factor, public comment, official representative

support, and lack of adequate in-state coverage by the Greenville Stations.

The citizens of Franklin County have exercised great patience in working through the
change in law via the STELA Reauthorization Act of 2014, the defining of the policies and
procedures to implement that law, and the actual petition process for market modification. The
release of the Bureau’s Order was viewed as a great accomplishment and great relief after many,
many years of continued efforts to bring citizens the in-state broadcasting they have long desired.
The AFR is a self-serving attempt that disregards the plight of the citizens of the Franklin County

to engage with their home state and receive better service and in-state programming,

For the foregoing reasons, Franklin County urges the Commission to deny the AFR in an

expeditious manner and allow the Bureau’s Order to stand.
Respectfully submitted,

FRANKLEN CO )Y BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

e

Beth Thomas, County Manager

31 Order at IV




FRANKLIN COUNTY
OPPOSITION TO APPLICATION FOR REVIEW
EXHIBIT A
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6914558609 154105741 07/13/18  07/13/18 Yes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Athens, GA
6914305768 154105741 07/13/18  07/13/18 Yes Yes Yes Yes Ali of the Above Athens, GA Athens, GA
6523554959 154105741 11/15/17 11/15/17 No Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6330658640 154105741 08/08/17  08/08/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6253095711 154105741 06/20/17  06/20/17 Yes Yes Yes Yes Al of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6252307107 154105741 06/19/17  06/19/17 No No No No All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6208316284 154106430 05/22/17  05/22/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe Politics_ Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Gainesville, GA
6202222518 154106430 05/17/17  05/17/17 No Yes Yes Maybe News Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius} Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6158743715 154106430 04/18/17  04/18/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Athens, GA
6142296155 154105741 04/04/17  04/04/17 Yes Yes No No Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Gainesville, GA
6142253705 154105741 04/04/17  04/04/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6136925216 154105741 03/30/17  03/30/17 No Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6136758448 154105741 03/30/17  03/30/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6136529733 154106430 03/30/17  03/30/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Frankiin County Athens, GA Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6136490067 154105741 03/30/17  03/30/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6136356353 154106430 03/30/17  03/30/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6136272186 154106430 03/30/17  03/30/17 VYes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6135210726 154105741 03/29/17  03/29/17 Yes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Anderson, SC Athens, GA
6134363618 154105741 03/28/17  03/28/17 VYes Yes Yes No News Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6133479431 154106430 03/28/17  03/28/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Anderson, SC Athens, GA
6133446228 154106430 03/28/17 03/28/17 VYes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6133293903 154106430 03/28/17  03/28/17 No Yes Yes No Franklin County Anderson, SC Athens, GA
6132860320 154106430 03/27/17  03/27/17 VYes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6132841111 154106430 03/27/17  03/27/17 VYes No Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Gainesville, GA
6132552044 154105741 03/27/17  03/27/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Local (within a 30 mile radius) Athens, GA
6132324292 154106430 03/27/17  03/27/17 Yes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6131958391 154105741 03/27/17  03/27/17 No Yes Yes Yes News Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Gainesville, GA
6131785988 154106430 03/27/17  03/27/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Gainesville, GA Gainesville, GA
6131392542 154106430 03/26/17  03/26/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6131244539 154105741 03/26/17  03/26/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6131176940 154105741 03/26/17  03/26/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Gainesville, GA Athens, GA
6130940223 154105741 03/25/17  03/25/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe News Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6130939661 154106430 03/25/17  03/25/17 VYes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6130084989 154106430 03/25/17  03/25/17 No No Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Anderson, SC
6129765260 154106430 03/24/17  03/24/17 Yes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6129706346 154106430 03/24/17  03/24/17 No No Yes No News Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6129463875 154105741 03/24/17  03/24/17 Yes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6129399255 154105741 03/24/17  03/24/17 No Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Frankfin County Gainesville, GA Gainesville, GA
6129225082 154105741 03/24/17  03/24/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6129211046 154106430 03/24/17  03/24/17 VYes Yes Yes » Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6128674176 154105741 03/23/17 03/23/17 Yes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Athens, GA Athens, GA
6128538305 154106430 03/23/17  03/23/17 VYes Yes Yes Yas All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Athens, GA
6128538148 154106430 03/23/17  03/23/17 No Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6128499088 154105741 03/23/17  03/23/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30
6128479397 154105741 03/23/17  03/23/17 Yes Yes Yes Yes All of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6128452989 154105741 03/23/17  03/23/17 VYes Yes No No Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6128253941 154106430 03/23/17  03/23/17 Yes Yes No Maybe Franklin County Anderson, SC Local (within a 30 mile radius)
6127742126 154105741 03/23/17  03/23/17 VYes Yes Yes No Al of the Above Franklin County Local {within a 30 mile radius) Athens, GA
6127343738 154106430 03/22/17  03/22/17 VYes Yes Yes Maybe All of the Above Franklin County Local (within a 30 mile radius) Local {within a 30 mile radius)
6127237841 154105741 03/22/17  03/22/17 VYes Yes Yes No All of the Above Frankiin County Atlanta, GA Athens, GA
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Election Summary Report Date:11/26/18
Franklin C ¢ Time:10:53:29
) ranklin .0.111’1 Y ) ) Page:1 of 1
State of Georgia General Municipal and Special Election
November 3, 2015
Summary For Jurisdiction Wide, All Counters, All Races
Registered Voters 12205 - Cards Cast 1531  12.54% Num. Report Precinct 7 - Num. Reporting 7 100.00%

Carnesville - Mayor

1.

Write-in Votes

Polling ABM AlP PRO Total

Number of Precincts 1 1 1 1 1
Precincts Reporting I 1 I 1 [ 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 314) 59 2 21 1 83 264 %

Total Votes 53 2 17 | 73
HARRIS N. LITTLE (I) 49 2 17 1 69 94.52%

0 0 4

Carnesville - City Council

Write-in Votes 0

Polling ABM AlP PRO Total
Number of Precincts 1 1 1 1 1
Precincts Reporting 1 1 1 1 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 314) 59 2 1 &3 264 %
Total Votes 103 3 2 143
SCOTT R. ANDREWS 30 0 0 38 26.57%
CHRIS AYERS 13 1 0 19 13.29%
SID GINN (I) 34 0 | 47 32.87%
PATSY WATKINS 26 2 1 39 27.27%

0 0

0.00%

Canon - City Council

Write-in Votes 0

Tk

Polling ABM AIP PRO Total
Number of Precincts 1 1 1 1 1
Precincts Reporting 1 1 1 1 1 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 405) 106 3 2 1 112 277 %
Total Votes 186 6 4 2 198
BILLY CROOK 19 1 0 1 21 10.61%
RICKY FREEMAN JR. 19 1 0 0 20 10.10%
BOBBY LOCKE (1) 55 1 0 1 57 28.79%
TIM MASSEY 30 0 2 0 32 16.16%
WAYNE SANDERS 63 3 2 0 68 34.34%

0 0 0

Special - Bonds

NO

Polling ABM AIP PRO
Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7
Precincts Reporting 7 7 7 7
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 12187) 1280 29 216 2 1527 125 %
Total Votes 1248 28 211 1 1488
YES 869 25 149 1 1044  70.16%
0

Special - Sales Tax

NO

Polling ABM AIP PRO Total

Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7 7
Precincts Reporting 7 7 7 7 7 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 12187) 1280 29 216 2 1527 125 %

Total Votes 1267 29 212 1 1509
YES 1003 28 172 1 1204 79.79%
264 0 305 20.21%
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Election Summary Report
Franklin County
State of Georgia General Election
Novembre 6, 2018

Summary For Jurisdiction Wide, All Counters, All ]

OFFICIAL AND COMPLETE
PROVISIONALS INCLUDED

aces

Date:11/09/18
Time:13:43:05
Page:5 of 6

Registered Voters 13069 - Cards Cast 8171 62.52%

Num. Report Precinct 7

- Num. Reporting 7

100.00%

CONST AMENDMENT 1|

Polling ABM AIP PRO Total

Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7 7
Precincts Reporting 7 7 7 7 7 1000 %
Times Counted (Reg, Voters 13069) 4267 392 3512 0 8171 62.5 %

Total Votes 4091 371 3387 0 7849
YES 3029 295 2423 0 5747 73.22%
O 0 2102 26.78%

CONST AMENDMENT 2
Polling ABM AIP PRO Total
Number of Precinets 7 7 7 7 7
Precincts Reporting 7 7 7 7 7 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 13069) 4267 392 3512 0 8171
Total Votes 4013 359 3322 0 7694
YES 2404 212 1954 0 4570
NO 1609 0

CONST AMENDMENT 3

Polling ABM AlP PRO Total
Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7 7
Precinets Reporting 7 T 7 7 7
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 13069) 4267 392 3512 0 8171
Total Votes 4005 356 3298 0 7659
~YES 2265 170 1691 0 4126 53.87%
NO 1740 186 0

CONST AMENDMENT 4

Polling ABM AIP PRO Total
Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7 7
Precinets Reporting 7 7 7 7 7 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 13069) 4267 392 3512 0 8171 625 %
Total Votes 4074 360 3364 0 7798
YES 2926 274 0 5575 71.49%
NO 1148 86 0 2223 28.51%

CONST AMENDMENT 5

Polling ABM AIP PRO Total
Number of Precincts 7 7 7 7 7
Precincts Reporting 7 7 7 7 7 100.0 %
Times Counted (Reg. Voters 13069) 4267 392 3512 0 8171 62.5 %
Total Votes 4021 363 3309 0 7693
YES 2522 207 1916 0 4645  60.38%
NO 0 39.62%

3
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November 6, 2018 Election Results Summary

Georgia Constitional Amendments

Franklin County State Wide

Amendment 1
% Yes 73.22% 82.89%
% No 26.78% 17.11%
Amendment 2
% Yes 59.40% 69.01%
% No 40.60% 30.99%
Amendment 3
% Yes 53.87% 62.18%
% No 46.13% 37.82%
Amendment 4
% Yes 71.49% 80.93%
% No 28.51% 19.07%
Amendment 5
% Yes 60.38% 71.24%
% No 39.62% 28.76%

See Election Summary Report, Franklin County -- Official and Complete
See Georgia Secretary of State results at https://results.enr.clarityelections.com




11/27/2018 GA - Election Night Reporting

GEORGIA SECRETARY OF STATE ROBYN A.
CRITTENDEN

GENERAL ELECTION

*STATE OFFICES

, 'v'?ﬁSTATEWIDE OFFICES

- STATEHOUSE

» DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

v.;-i_FEDERAL OFFICES .
‘:-l;',ﬁ'{,jSTATE\/\/IDE QUESTIONS

v Y»CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Constltutlonal Amendment #1

Creates the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund to protect water quality, wildlife habitat, and parks.

Counties/Precincts Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes

YES YES 82.89% 3,161,607

NO NO | 17.11% 652,560
3,814,167

Constitutional Amendment #2
Creates a state-wide business court to lower costs, enhance effi iciency, and promote predictable judicial
outcomes.

Counties/Precincts Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes

hitps://results.enr.clarityelections.com/GA/91639/Web02-state. 221451 /#/ 1/3




11/27/2018

GA - Election Night Reporting

YES YES 69.01% 2,560,107

NO NO 30.99% 1,149,503
3,709,610

Constitutional Amendment #3

Encourages the conservation, sustainability, and longevity of Georgia's working forests through tax

subclassification and grants.

Counties/Precincts Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes

YES YES 62.18% 2,275,659

NO NO 37.82% 1,384,369
3,660,028

Constitutional Amendment #4 ,

Provides rights for victims of crime in the judicial process.

Counties/Precincts Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes

YES YES 80.93% 3,068,352

NO NO 19.07% 723,220
3,791,572

Constitutional Amendment #5

Authorizes fair allocation of sales tax proceeds to county and city school districts.

Counties/Precincts Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes

| YES YES 71.24% 2,640,831

NO NO 28.76% 1,065,878

3,706,709
> STATEWIDE REFERENDUM
k 'deun;cie”éYP}recih'cf’t'S Repo\r’tihg - -
E Co}hpleytely Rép'orted:' i Nof RepOrv‘vt‘Vi‘r‘xg‘
Par”tia‘lly Re’pbrted ‘
https://resuIts.énr.clarityelections.com/GA/Q1639NVebO2-state.221451/#/ 2/3
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LIST OF WHNS STORIES COVERING
FRANKLIN, ELBERT, HART, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES




WHNS NEWS STORIES COVERING
FRANKLIN, ELBERT, HART, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES

GA COUNTY STORY ON-AIR DATE

ELBERT Georgia man urges everyone to not drive distracted after wife paralyzed YES 28-Aug-16
ELBERT GBIl: Man dead in Elberton officer-involved shooting YES 27-Oct-16
ELBERT Deputies: Suspect in custody after man found dead at gas station YES 16-Mar-17
ELBERT Woman killed, deputy hurt when patrol car crashes into another car YES 10-Apr-17
ELBERT Elbert County Schools cancel classes for total solar eclipse NO 13-Aug-17
ELBERT Murder suspect arrested in Upstate extradited back to Georgia YES 5-Oct-17
ELBERT Sheriff: 3 in custody after missing elderly man found dead in pond YES 9-jan-18
ELBERT Deputies: 3 arrested in connection with fatal shooting of 86-year-old man YES 10-Jan-18
ELBERT GA homeowner finds most wanted Anderson County suspect hiding on property YES 25-Jan-18
ELBERT Police: Teen charged with making terrorist threats about shooting up Elbert Co. High School  YES 15-Mar-18
ELBERT Coroner: Investigation underway after missing man found Elbert County YES 2-May-18
ELBERT Train collides with pickup truck in Elberton YES 21-May-18
FRANKLIN Deputies: Lavonia man arrested on carjacking charges NO 8-Sep-16
FRANKLIN Store managers, workers react to Lavonia police shootings YES 13-Dec-16
FRANKLIN Watch: Lavonia police officer discharged from hospital after shooting YES 20-Dec-16
FRANKLIN Business sells decals, t-shirts in support of Lavonia officers shot in the line of duty YES 21-Dec-16
FRANKLIN Heavy traffic on I-85 in Franklin County after truck catches fire, one lane blocked NO 26-Dec-16
FRANKLIN Man accused of shooting two Lavonia officers due in court Wednesday YES 4-Jan-17
FRANKLIN Lavonia police department to honor wounded officers YES 12-Jan-17
FRANKLIN Lavonia officers: He tock a bullet for me, He's my brother. YES 18-Jan-17
FRANKLIN Deputies: YouTuber behind popular gun videos arrested on drug charges in Franklin County NO 28-Aug-17
FRANKLIN Lavonia Police searching for suspect after robbery at Dollar General NO 3-Sep-17
FRANKLIN New GB! initiative aims to slow down opioid crisis YES 16-Nov-17
FRANKLIN Police seek suspect who passed teller note saying "gun now" during Franklin Co. bank robbery YES 12-jan-18
FRANKLIN Video shows liquor store clerk attacked by robbery suspect in motorcycle helmet YES 29-Jan-18
FRANKLIN Lavonia police searching for "armed, dangerous" robbery suspect YES 30-Jan-18
FRANKLIN Lavonia PD police lieutenant dies unexpectedly YES 9-Feb-18
FRANKLIN Police seek suspect who passed teller note saying "gun now" during Franklin Co. bank robbery { YES 9-Feb-18
FRANKLIN Greenville man sentenced to 100 years in shooting of two Georgia officers YES 9-Mar-18
FRANKLIN Fire officials investigating suspicous weekend fire at old Georgia schoolhouse YES 14-Mar-18
FRANKLIN Deadly deputy-involved shooting under investigation in Carnesville YES 14-May-18
FRANKLIN GBI: 11-year-old hid while gunman shot 3 with shotgun Franklin Co. home YES 14-May-18
FRANKLIN 2.4 magnitude earthquake in Franklin County, per preliminary report NO 30-May-18
HART Firefighters battling blaze at Georgia canola plant NO 9-Dec-16
HART Waoman killed in rollover crash in Hart Co. NO 3-Feb-17
HART Storms sent trees crashing down, partially tore roofs off homes in Hart Co. YES 6-Apr-17
HART Severe storm rips through Hart County YES 6-Apr-17
HART Deputies seek armed and dangerous suspect in Hart Co. YES 13-Jul-17
HART Nestle Purina brings hundreds of jobs, $320 million investment to Hart Co. YES 27-Sep-17
HART Sheriff identifies 23-year-old drowning victim pulled from Lake Hartwell YES 29-Nov-17
HART Hart County teacher charged with child molestation YES 7-Dec-17
HART Deputies: Man arrested after child porn found during burglary investigation YES 1-Feb-18
HART Hart County deputies seek suspect wanted in homicide YES 2-Mar-18
HART Man accused of killing wife, a mother of 3, arrested in Anderson Co. YES 7-Mar-18
HART Hartwell mayor confirms health insurance cancellations for city employees YES 3-Apr-18
HART Police: Grandmother arrested after baby killed in dog attacked received multiple past citations YES 12-Apr-18
HART Five firefighters treated for chemical exposure after battling house fire YES 28-Apr-18
HART Hart Co. deputies seek suspected wanted in homicide (update) YES 2-Mar-18
HART Dispatch: fire crews working to control house fire in Hart Co. YES 15-May-18




STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS
STEPHENS

Toccoa home destroyed in fire YES
Inmate dies after being found unresponsive in Stephens Co, jail NO
Deputies searching for stolen giraffe statue, possibly spooted in Anderson Co. NO
Upstate law enforcement, Hazmat respond after unknown substance found in Toccoa, GA {This NO
Georgia State Patrol identifies 3 teens killed in Stephens Co. crash YES
Investigators issue 30 arrest warrants, seize one pound of meth in 8-month-long drug bust YES
Troopers: Upstate man to face charges after chase began in GA, ended in crash in SC NO
Investigators issue 30 arrest warrants, seize one pound of meth in 8-month-long drug bust (upd NO
GA teen injured in hit-and-run, driver still on the loose YES
GA teen injured in hit-and-run, driver still on the loose {update) YES
Massive sinkhole opens up in Stephens Co. YES
Stephens Co. voters divided, but pass Sunday alcohol sales in Stephens Co, City of Toccoa YES

13-Feb-16
26-Feb-16
13-Apr-17
22-Jun-17
30-Jul-17
31-4ul-17
16-Aug-17
28-Aug-17
1-Feb-18
1-Feb-18
16-May-18
23-May-18
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LIST OF WSPA STORIES COVERING
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County
Elbert

Elbert
Elbert
Elbert
Elbert
Elbert
Elbert

Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin

Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart
Hart

Stephens
Stephens
Stephens
Stephens
Stephens
Stephens

WSPA NEWS STORIES COVERING

News Story
Train vs. Truck crash in Elberton

Student Brings 2 BB Guns to Schoo!

Elbert Co. Student Arrested

Elbert Co. Schools Cancel Classes

Woman killed in crash w/Elbert County Deputy
Severe Weather / Storm Reports

One In Custody After Body Found

1 Dead, 3 Wounded in shooting involving GA Deputy
$565K marijuana grow operation found in Franklin Co.
Former NASCAR driver & son killed in Franklin Co. crash
Manhunt for armed suspects ends in Lavonia
Deputies Searching for armed man in Franklin Co.
Suspect dead after shootout with GA deputies
Lavonia Officers discuss shooter's plea deal

Man accused in Lavonia Police shooting pleads guilty
Suspect in Lavonia Business Robbery In Custody
Pendleton Coach takes job in Franklin Co. High School
Warrant issued for Lavonia Bank Robbery Suspect
Carjacking suspect captured in Franklin County

Help Police find suspect in Lavonia Bank Robbery
Olympic swimmer teaches kids to swim in NE GA
Former Upstate Mayor arrested in Franklin Co.
Ceremony honors Lavonia Police officers shot

Lavonia Police shooter suspect back in court

Investigation into what sent 5 Hart County FF to hospital
5 Firefighters out of hospital in Hart County

Woman gets 10 yrs probation in Hart County

Hartwell GA. Doctor arrested in child molestation charges
Hartwell city employees to lose health insurance
Suspect in deadly GA shooting arrested in Upstate
Upstate part of NE Georgia TB Investigation

Two cases of drug resistant TB found in NE Georgia

Hart County Teacher Charged with 2nd Count

Hart County Teacher Charged with Child Molestation
Nestle bringing 240 new jobs to Hartwell, GA

Property searched for Hart County missing woman
Toddler killed by dogs, grandmother charged

Deputies searching for Hart Co. armed robbery suspect

More rain expected, sinkhole in Toccoa, GA
Teen hit by Jeep, search for driver

Missing teen in Stephens County found
Police chase ends with head on crash

30 arrests after drug bust in Toccoa GA
Spring Branch Boat Ramp Temporarily Closes

FRANKLIN, ELBERT, HART, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES

Date
5/21/18
4/23/18
3/15/18
8/13/17
8/10/17
4/5/17
3/16/17

5/14/18
4/30/18
4/28/18
3/20/18
3/15/18
3/14/18
2/14/18
2/8/18
1/29/18
1/18/18
1/18/18
9/15/17
9/2/17
8/10/17
6/25/17
2/11/17
1/4/17

5/1/18
5/1/18
4/12/18
4/10/18
4/5/18
3/6/18
2/1/18
1/20/18
12/14/17
12/6/17
9/27/17
9/18/17
8/1/17
7/13/17

5/17/18
1/31/18
11/14/17
8/16/17
7/31/17
2/6/17

On-Air
Y

< <




ATTACHMENT 2

LIST OF WYFF STORIES COVERING
FRANKLIN, ELBERT, HART, AND STEPHENS COUNTIES

DATE COUNTY STORY SLUG Segment
5/22/2018 Hart County Ga Hart Alcohol Sales PKG
5/14/2018 Hart County Officer involved shooting Sky 4 VO
4/29/2018 Hart County Hart CO Firefighters FONT
4/12/2018 Hart County GBI arrests of Hart CO man in Ariz on Child Molestation charges  FONT
3/14/2018 Hart County Highway 29 Hart CO Fatal car wreck VO
9/10/2017 Hart County Hart and Franklin Closed due to hurricane School Ticker
8/2/2017 Hart County Hart Co dog mauling FONT
7/20/2017 Hart County Dads store robbed FONT
7/17/2017 Hart County Missing boaters boat runs aground in Hart co on Lake Hartwel! VOIPKG
6/20/2017 Hart County Hart co business arson fire VO
5/21/2018 Elbert County Elbert County Train Crash FONT
3/16/2018 Elbert County Elbert HS Student Arrest FONT
1/11/2018 Elbert County Elbert County Murder Arrest SIDE PANEL
12/15/2017 Elbert County Tree Shaped Cell Tower PKG
10/6/2017 Elbert County Elbert County Homicide MAP
7/20/2017 Elbert County Granite Death FONT
6/14/2017 Elbert County Georgia Prison Escapes VO
5/22/2018 Franklin County Franklin County Jail Referendum FONT
5/14/2018 Franklin County Deputy Involved Shooting VO/SOT
1/22/2018 Franklin County Teri Program VO
12/23/2017 Franklin County Murder Suicide MAP
11/30/2017 Franklin County Franklin County Assault and Stalking MAP
11/22/2017 Franklin County Franklin County Death Investigation MAP
5/22/2018 Stephens County Stephens County Alcohol Sales FONT
5/16/2018 Stephens County Toccoa Sinkhole VO
11/14/2017 Stephens County Missing Teen FONT
6/22/2017 Stephens County Toccoa Tornado VO
6/16/2017 Stephens County County Line Movie Premiere VO
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Still not over yet: Showers and storms possible Friday
Friday, June 1st 2018

‘Marganten ', Statesw:
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ASHEVILLE, N.C. (WLOS) — Flooding continues on the French Broad at Blantyre and Fletcher
with Asheville's section running very high. . . .

There is a greater chance for severe weather in Upstate SC and northeast Georgia. Flash
flooding is possible if storms return, and trees may fall due to strong winds.

Stacey Abrams, who could become first ever black woman
governor in U.S., wins primary

May 22, 2018

ATLANTA (AP) — Stacey Abrams won Georgia's Democratic primary in the gubernatorial race
Tuesday, becoming the state's first woman nominee for governor from either major party.




Retired NASCAR driver James Hylton, 83, killed in car wreck

April 30, 2018

CARNESVILLE, Ga. (AP) — Former NASCAR driver James Hylton, the 1966 Rookie of the
Year, was killed in a traffic accident Saturday, authorities said. He was 83.

Hylton and his son, 61-year-old James Hylton Jr., died at the scene of the crash, which

happened on Interstate 85 in Carnesville a little after 6 a.m., according to the Georgia State
Patrol. Both were from Inman, South Carolina.

Flood Watch in effect for parts of WNC, northeast Georgia

Thursday, January 11th 2018

FLOGD WATCH
3 £ T FRIDAY i
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SIACHSEN,

RACON TRANSTLVANIE

HENDERSON COUNTY, N.C. (WLOS) -— The National Weather Service has issued a Flood
Watch for parts of the North Carolina mountains and northeast Georgia through 7 p.m. Friday.




Suspect shot in head during incident involving high-speed
chase through Macon County

April 7, 2017

MACON COUNTY, N.C. (WLOS) — Macon County deputies responded to a high-speed chase

early Friday morning, with suspects driving from Rabun County, Georgia, into Macon County on
U.S. 441.

Deputies from Habersham County, Georgia, were pursuing a suspect after the car the suspect
was driving was spotted after being reported stolen.

Ga. Supreme Court justices don Falcons gear to support
home team's Super Bowl dream

ATLANTA (WGXA) - The Georgia Supreme Court honored the Atlanta Falcons on Tuesday
during a Special Session after the football team clinched their place in the Super Bow! in
Sunday's game against the Green Bay Packers

The nine justices donned Falcons caps during their session on Tuesday to wish them well in
their pursuit of a Super Bowl win on Feb. 5 against the New England Patriots.




